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Our Santa Fe FRW’s 

President’s Message 

 

 

Sixty years ago, the nation declared its first Veterans Day celebration. On November 
11, 1954, President Eisenhower proclaimed November 11, 1954, as the first 
"Veterans Day." At that time, the nation was transitioning from the Armistice Day tra-
dition honoring those who fought in World War I. That war famously ended on the 
eleventh day of the eleventh month in 1918. Eisenhower decided to include all who 
have served in the military on that special day of remembrance by renaming the day.  

 

World War I was to be the "war to end all wars." After it was over, a tradition was be-
gun of memorializing ordinary soldiers by name and burying them alongside their of-
ficers, a posthumous recognition of the individual after the horrific slaughter of mil-
lions on the battlefield. Alas, when the fighting was finally over, no-one could tell ex-
actly how many had been killed but historians estimate that up to ten million men lost 
their lives on the battlefield - and another 20 million were wounded.  

 

That war ended in 1918. A mere twenty years later, World War II began and lasted 
until 1945. General Dwight D. Eisenhower was a five-star general in the United 
States Army during World War II and served as Supreme Commander of the Allied 
Forces in Europe. Later to become President of the United States, he well under-
stood the sacrifices made by our fighting forces and their families.  

 

So it is fitting that this year we should adopt our namesake submarine, the USS San-
ta Fe, for Christmas. Cards will be provided in order that each member of SFFRW 
will have the opportunity to write a short note of encouragement and thanksgiving to 
one of the crew. Instead of many signatures on each card, there will be one card 
signed for each member of the crew. I recommend coming to the meeting with a 
short statement prepared in order to display our club's appreciation for all the sub-
mariners do to protect our nation.  

 

I'll look forward to seeing you at the second-to-last meeting for me as President. 

 

          Frances   

Frances Fernandes, President 

Santa Fe Republican Women 



 

Santa Fe FRW 

Member Profile 

 

Rosina Boyd 

 

ROSINA AND HER SIX GUARDIANS 

 

Rosina was raised on a farm with six brothers and a much younger sister. Whenever they 
were assigned a task, they did it with their mother's words ringing in their ears. "Do your 
best, because your work has your name on it." Every Sunday they attended church. And 
Rosina's rosary was never far away. 

Growing up, Rosina Boyd was protected by six adoring brothers. The boys were positive there 
was no male on the planet worthy of their sister. Once, when a suitor showed up with hair 
that was so long it covered his ears, the boys showed him out. When Rosina came into the 
living room, her date was nowhere to be found. She never saw him again. 

Not only was Rosina pretty, she was also very smart. She decided her best course of action 
was to focus on a career, and put boys on hold for a while. She set three goals to accomplish 
before she would consider matrimony: Go to Europe, study in a foreign country, and work 
abroad. 

Rosina worked for Foreign Study League counseling high school students studying abroad. 
Touring eight countries, the students studied comparative government and cultures. During 
Governor Garrey Carruthers administration, Rosina was Director of Constitutions Services, 
and was later appointed as Director of the State Board of Finance, including administration of 
the State’s bond issues on Wall Street. 

In 1990, she worked as bill analyst for the Republican House Members, becoming Chief of 
Staff as the Minority Leadership Office’s first full time staff member. She worked for 6 Repub-
lican House Leaders. For 11 years she was one of ten leadership employees who represented 
50 states on the Leadership Staff Executive Committee of the National Conference of State 
Legislatures.  

After accomplishing all of these things, her brothers realized she was mature enough to find a 
good man without their help. Rosina decided to attend New Mexico State University. She 
rented an apartment nearby. One of her friends introduced her to Kerry, another student. It 
turned out that he lived in the same apartment building as Rosina.   It also turned out that 
Kerry had some of the qualities she had found missing in earlier suitors. He was kind and con-
siderate, very intelligent, and easy to be with, and also easy to love. Before a year was up, 
they were married. 

Kerry and Rosina have two sons. The eldest, Kevin, with wife Irma, and daughter Siri,7, settled 
in Colorado Springs, after Kevin’s deployment in Gaza. Their other son, Kenneth, with wife 
Andrea, and Jeffrey 7, Will, 5, and Keeley, 3, live near Alto, Michigan, between Grand Rapids 
and Lansing. Homeschooling enables them to excel above their peers in public school, and 
both boys are the top scorers in their respective soccer league. 

Recently Rosina had a bout with a serious illness. As she lay in bed, Kerry was by her side do-
ing everything he could to make things easier for her. Lying there, she remembered Kerry's 
kind and gentle ways that had attracted her to him when they first met. She realized her 
brothers had been right. She had been wise and mature enough to find a good man without 
their help. 


